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PANEL 2 Building the Future 
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This session would highlight the existing 
infrastructure (physical locations where 
science happens, l ike observatories, 
l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  v i r t u a l  a n d  d i g i t a l 
infrastructure and even space) and the 
support systems (like grants, project 
management, communication) that could 
enable scientific research and innovation in 
Nigeria. It would discuss opportunities to 
improve on these spaces, leveraging 
increasing collaboration on the Horizon 
Europe (and other Research Funding 
Instruments promoted by the EU).  Also, 
learning from the EU experience, the panel 
would attempt to propound a pragmatic 
approach to improving and expanding the 
N i g e r i a n  S c i e n c e  a n d  I n n ov a t i o n 
Ecosystem. 

Executive framing



The Nigeria-EU Science Agreement o�ers 
concrete pathway to jointly envision a framework 
could foster strong Science and Innovation 
Ecosystem in Nigeria. TETFUND is the most visible 
in expanding space for science in Nigeria, while 
the space agency also o�ers good opportunity to 
accelerate innovation, so it would be expected to 
see how the interagency collaboration could help 
realise these potentials. 

Prof. Opara will bring to perspective how properly 
harnessing science and innovation can stimulate 
economic development as he highlights how his 
research in South Africa led to a new agritech 
industry. 

Background 
and rationale



The session will:

Strategic purpose

Assess the 
current state of 

Nigeria's science 
infrastructure 
and support 

systems

Identify 
coordination 
gaps across 

institutions and 
agencies

Explore 
mechanisms to 

leverage EU 
collaboration and 
research funding 
more e�ectively

Surface practical 
steps for 

expanding and 
integrating 

Nigeria's science 
and innovation 

spaces



Expected outcomes

The panel is expected to:

· How could 
Nigeria in 
collaboration 
with the EU 
expand the 
space for 
science in 
Nigeria.

1. 2. · How could 
Nigeria better 
leverage the 
huge 
opportunities 
in Commercial 
Space 
Research to 
promote 
economic 
development 

3. · What would 
be the best 
pathway to 
leverage 
Nigeria huge 
diaspora 
talent for a 
stringer 
Innovation 
Ecosystem 

4. · How do we 
develop a 
strategic 
programme to 
expand and 
connect the 
space for 
Science in 
Nigeria
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